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SUBJECT: 2023 Legislative Session Update 

PURPOSE: Discussion Item 

Purpose of Submittal: 

For this agenda item, Nora Selander, Director of Government Relations, will 
provide a brief update on the 2023 Legislative Session and answer any questions the Trustees may 
have. 

Background: 

The 105-day, 2023 Legislative Session began on January 9th and is scheduled to end on April 23rd.  

WWU’s legislative priorities this session include: 

• Compensation increases for WWU employees;

• New programs at WWU on the Peninsulas;
• First-year retention initiatives; and
• Capital construction support for campus infrastructure projects.

Legislative proposals WWU is supporting this session include (but are not limited to): 

• HB1030 - Blanket approval for regional universities to offer applied doctorate degrees.

• SB 5079 - Changes the date by which tuition and operating fees are established 
(signed into law by Governor Inslee on March 30th).

• SB 5593 - Improving equity in the transfer of student data between K-12 schools and 
institutions of higher education.

The House and Senate have each released their budget proposals. Budget negotiations are 
underway, and a final budget deal is expected later this month. An overview of investments for 
WWU in each budget is available on the next page.
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